
TELESCOPING COVER: This is the “roof” of your 
hive. The cover hangs over 2". A brick, rock or 
other object should be used to weigh down the 
cover to keep predators out and the lid securely 
in place during a storm. 

INNER COVER: This sits on top of the topmost 
hive body (or super) and underneath the  
telescoping top cover.  

SUPER: This is a hive box used by the beekeeper 
to collect excess honey. Placed above the brood 
chamber, a healthy colony may fill several honey 
supers for the beekeeper in a single season.

HIVE BODY: This is a hive box that provides the 
honey bees a place for the queen to lay eggs 
and storage area for pollen and honey to be 
consumed.

SLATTED RACK: This is also called a brood rack. 
It provides an insulating pillow of air below the 
brood chamber to keep the honey bees cooler in 
summer and warmer in winter.

SCREENED BOTTOM BOARD: This option is said 
to give beekeepers greater mite control (because 
the mites fall out through the mesh instead of 
falling onto a solid board) and greater ventilation 
within the hive.

SOLID BOTTOM BOARDS: This option is the 
original design of a Langstroth hive, and can 
help keep the hive warmer but doesn’t offer the 
ventilation of a screened bottom board. Some 
beekeepers believe that a solid base encourages 
earlier brood rearing.

STAND WITH LANDING BOARD: This is the 
base of your hive. A hive stand reduces the 
amount of moisture getting into the hive form 
the ground and increases the longevity of your 
bottom board.

LANGSTROTH HIVE

A Langstroth hive is the most common beehive in developed countries. Lorenzo Lorraine Langstroth (the  
creator) observed that if 1 cm space was left between the cover of a hive and the top bars, that the bees would 
not fill it with burr comb or propolis—it was deemed walking around space. He realized that if he built a hive  
with this exact space he could have completely movable frames. The Langstroth hive is basically a box with  
10 wooden frames in it. The frames can have a foundation already installed or they can be foundationless. The 
bees fill one box at a time and when the box is 70% full, the beekeeper adds another box on top.
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A COMMON LANGSTROTH HIVE SETUP

FEEDER OPTIONS
Entrance feeder aka Boardman feeder (pictured above)

Top hive feeder
Division board feeder

Baggie feeder
External hive top feeder


