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GUIDE TO BEEKEEPING IN THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE.
BY MARISSA AMES

What Are the Bees Up to?
As bees prepare for winter, queens slow down or stop 
laying. Worker bees kick out what drones remain in the 
hive and propolize the hive to seal cracks. While bees 
still venture out for pollen on warm days, they cluster 
inside when temperatures dip below 50 degrees F. Don’t 
be surprised if you see bees consuming compost, corn, 
or chicken feed during those warm days, in absence of 
pollen.

The Flowers and The Trees...
Alfalfa may still be blooming in some areas, as well as 

aster and sedum. Some gardens may grow saffron and 
other autumn crocuses. Though chrysanthemum blooms 
in in late summer to early winter, bees may avoid them 
because they can harbor spiders.

How’s the Weather out There?
Though temperatures may stay warm in the southern 
states, Zones 5 and colder will experience hard frosts 
that kill most annual plants. Hurricane season is in full 
force along the Atlantic coast. Consider anchoring 
your hives to avoid destruction in strong winds. Keep 
providing water for times when bees venture out.

BEEKEEPING CHECKLIST

q Set up wind-breaks around the hives.

q Conduct hive inspections during warm weather.

q Weigh hives. Established colonies should have at least 70lbs of honey.

q Feed sugar syrup ration to 2:1.

q Treat for mites, if necessary, but remove all treatments before winterizing hives.

q Fit hives with guards to keep mice from moving in.

q If fall and winter put the apiary in shadows, move hives to a sunnier location.



November
What Are the Bees Up To?
Bees huddle around the queen to keep her warm during 
cold weather. On warm days, activity outside the hive 
increases as bees take cleansing flights.

The Flowers and The Trees...
While flowers may still bloom in the southern states, 
most of the northern states lie dormant with no blooms.

How’s the Weather out There?
November can bring hurricanes along the Atlantic coast 
and ice storms up north. Check hives so they hold 
strong against inclement weather. Add wind-breaks if 
necessary.

BEEKEEPING CHECKLIST

q Bring in old equipment to repair or paint over the winter.

q Freeze unused frames and equipment to avoid wax moths.

q A good month for OAV mite treatment.

q Watch for signs of mice entering hives or larger mammals attempting to steal honey.

q Start on honey and beeswax projects for the gift-giving season.

q Read up on bees and beekeeping to increase your knowledge.

q List what went right and wrong this year, and plan for next year.

. Date to Remember
~ November 7th: Daylight Savings Time ends




