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December

GUIDE TO BEEKEEPING IN THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE.

calendar

BY MARISSA AMES

What Are the Bees Up to?
The queen lays few to no eggs this time of year. While 
bees usually cluster around the queen to retain heat, 
they may leave the hive for cleansing flights when 
temperatures rise above 55 degrees F. Look for brown, 
grimy dots on the landing boards or the sides of the 
hive.

The Flowers and the Trees...
In most of North America and Europe, the trees are 
dormant but may have leaf buds in preparation for 

springtime. When there isn’t much to forage, the bees 
usually hiberante anyway.

How’s the Weather Out There?
Depending on where you live, temperatures may 
be above freezing or way below freezing — rainy or 
snowy — calm or windy. Perform hive checks during 
the best weather, and do it quickly. If necessary, briefly 
remove insulating wraps and replace them immediately 
afterward.

BEEKEEPING CHECKLIST

q Take inventory of your beekeeping equipment. Repair, repaint, and replace as necessary.

q Create labels for honey jars and design apiary logos.

q Craft beeswax candles or beeswax food wraps to give as gifts.

q Use this year’s honey harvest in some sweet holiday goodies.

q Put a new beekeeping book on your holiday wish list or treat yourself to some additional 
knowledge.

beekeeping calendar

. Date to Remember
~ December 21st: Winter Solstice
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January
What Are the Bees Up To?
Little to no egg-laying occurs. For the most part, the 
bees cluster together to keep warm. They may take 
cleansing flights on warmer days or remove bees that 
died during colder weather. A few dead bees around a 
hive indicates normal colony maintenance.

The Flowers and the Trees...
While the perennials are huddling beneath snow, the 
seed catalogs start flooding mailboxes. Plan this year’s 

gardens and apiaries: order fruit trees to plant in early 
spring and choose some flowers that pollinators love.

How’s the Weather Out There?
The long winter sleep may mean a long rest from 
beekeeping duties. Do not open hives in temperatures 
below 40 degrees F and avoid doing full inspections 
below 60 degrees F. Keep an eye out for winter storms 
and be sure you have the right windbreaks. Remove any 
ice that blocks hive entrances.

BEEKEEPING CHECKLIST

q Look for droppings that indicate bees are taking cleansing flights.

q Check mouse guards on hives to be sure they aren’t blocked by dead bees. 
Using a pencil, clear a path so undertaker bees can remove bodies.

q Provide food if hive honey stores run low.

q Order bees, if you are buying more this year. They sell out fast.

q Check equipment for pest damage. Purchase replacements if necessary.

q Render and filter any wax to use for projects later.

q Plan this year’s apiaries and pollinator gardens. Purchase seeds.

q Consider whether you want to expand, downsize, or take your apiary in a new 
business direction!

. Date to Remember
~ Federations and associations often meet and renew memberships 
in January.


