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GUIDE TO BEEKEEPING IN THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE.

calendar

BY MARISSA AMES

What Are the Bees Up to?
If you ordered nucs or packages, they probably arrive 
this month. Install and feed them as soon as possible. 
A colony that survived may have lost a queen or the 
queen may not be healthy. Colonies leave the hives on 
warm days, foraging for any available pollen and nectar, 
while huddling inside during cold snaps. 

The Flowers and the Trees...
Fruit trees are blooming or will bloom soon, providing plenty 
of pollen and nectar. Elms and redbuds may have already 
bloomed. Snowdrops, daffodils, and crocus are done 
blooming, just in time for tulips and iris to start. Dandelions 

provide vital pollen for months. Though humans may dread 
pollen season, the bees finally have available food. Consider 
visiting a locally owned garden shop and buying in-season 
flowers for your bees. Keep in mind that people start 
spraying herbicides/pesticides about now.

How’s the Weather Out There?
Bees don’t swarm during the rain, so those April 
showers will keep your colonies in place when it’s 
too wet to watch them. In the warmer zones, freezing 
weather takes a vacation until autumn. Keep food 
available in case of long stretches of inclement weather 
that keep bees from finding food outside.

BEEKEEPING CHECKLIST

q Remove hive wraps and insulation if most days are above 60 degrees F.
q Clean out hives that didn’t survive the winter. If you see evidence of rodents, scrub the parts with 
bleachy water then dry thoroughly.
q Inspect deadouts to diagnose problems and avoid mistakes next year.
q Sort through combs and freeze the reusable frames to kill wax moths before putting them back 
into hives.
q If honey stores are light, keep feeding your bees a 1:1 sugar solution until you see enough 
blossoms to support the local colonies and fresh honey within comb cells.
q If you are willing to catch swarms, make sure your community and your local agricultural extension 
have your contact information.
q Prepare swarm traps and spare boxes in case you can catch a swarm.
q Check hives for supercedure cells and signs of swarming.
q If local beekeepers sell splits, try to purchase bees from at least three miles away, so the bees 
don’t abscond and return to the original location.
q Wait two weeks after installation to conduct the first hive check; you should see eggs or brood 
within that two weeks.
q Begin varroa mite checks. Remember: sugar shakes allow mite counts without killing bees.
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. Important Dates
~ April 22nd: Earth Day
~ April 29th: Arbor Day
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What Are the Bees Up To?
Worker bees should be foraging, the queen mating, 
and brood growing. If not, you may need to requeen. 
If you see ONLY drone brood, and no worker brood, 
you may need to requeen in order to save your hive. If 
you see eggs scattered haphazardly around the cells, 
in multiples, and sticking to the sides of cells, you may 
have laying workers that will need their colony disrupted 
or dismantled. Watch for signs that you need to add 
another box or split a colony, to avoid swarming due 
to lack of space. Signs include extra queen cells, extra 
brood frames (especially extra drone brood), and overall 
lack of space within a hive.

The Flowers and the Trees...
By now, the bees should have ample food from local 
flowers, clover, orchards, black locust, and hawthorn. 
Record in your beekeeping notes when you started 
seeing new pollen in comb cells, so you can estimate 
how long to keep feeding bees next year.

How’s the Weather Out There?
By the end of May, most of the United States will be past 
all danger of frost. Blooms in vegetable gardens and 
flower beds bring enough food for colonies to swell and 
thrive. Keep water available so bees can keep working 
hard on those warmer days.

BEEKEEPING CHECKLIST

q Conduct regular hive inspections every two weeks, especially those showing less 
activity.
q Locate brood comb and eggs to determine if the queen is fulfilling her royal duties.
q As brood develops, monitor for signs of American foulbrood, such as sunken 
cappings, dead caramel-colored larvae, or larval scale (remnants of decomposed 
larvae).
q Add more boxes or empty frames so bees have room to build and grow.
q Attend bee club meetings to discuss your hive’s behavior and compare notes.
q Keep grass beneath hives short and watch for pests that may be trying to access 
the hives.
q If the hive has less than three to four honey frames, keep feeding 1:1 sugar solution. If 
you see frames of newly capped honey, it’s okay to remove older honey for personal use.
q Keep doing mite checks via sugar shake or alcohol wash.
q Remind local message boards and forums if you are available for swarm removals.
q Check apiary fencing; mow grass beneath electric fences.
q Consider learning how to rear queens; swarm season is the best time to do it.

. Important Dates
~ May 1st: World Naked Gardening Day
~ May 8th: Mother’s Day
~ May 19th: World Plant a Vegetable Garden Day
~ May 20th: World Bee Day
~ May 22nd: International Day for Biological Diversity


